Alaska State Troopers Press Release of Thursday, May 23, 2013

Any charges reported in these press releases are merely accusations and 
the defendants are presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty.

A Detachment



Location: Ketchikan

Case number: AK13034165

Type:  DUI

Text:  On 5/22/2013 at approximately 0241 hours, a 32-year-old male resident 
of Ketchikan walked into the front lobby at the Ketchikan Alaska State Trooper 
Post with head and facial injuries. Investigation revealed the male was 
northbound on the North Tongass Highway, near mile 7 when he lost control of 
his motorized bicycle and crashed. The male was provided first aid at the 
trooper post and then transported to the Ketchikan Peace Health Medical Center 
by the North Tongass Volunteer Fire Department EMS. Subsequent investigation 
revealed alcohol was a factor in the crash and a report recommending charges of 
DUI will be sent to the Ketchikan District Attorney's Office for review.

Author:  JKK0 
Received Thursday, May 23, 2013 8:23 AM and posted Thursday, May 23, 2013 9:01 AM



Location: Ketchikan
Case number: AK13034378
Type: Habitual MCA x2, MOCA, MCA 1st Offense
 
Text: On 05/22/2013 at about 2016 hours, AST conducted a traffic stop on 
a vehicle at the Rotary Beach parking lot for failing to yield when backing
up. Investigation revealed that the driver Melvin Guthrie, age 18 of Ketchikan, 
was operating a motor vehicle after he had consumed an alcoholic beverage.  
Subsequent investigation revealed that two passengers inside the vehicle Paul 
Askren, age 18 of Ketchikan, and Elisha Thomas, age 18 of Ketchikan, were also 
under the influence of alcohol. Guthrie was issued a Summons for Habitual 
MCA and a citation for MOCA. Askren was issued a Summons for Habitual MCA 
and Thomas was issued a citation for MCA 1st Offense. The vehicle was released 
to a sober driver.  
 
Author: JPB0/ JKK0
  
Received Thursday, May 23, 2013 8:23 AM and posted Thursday, May 23, 2013 9:01 AM

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Sitka
Case number:  AK13034420 
Type: Search and Rescue 
Text: 05/22/2013, 23:00; the Alaska State Troopers received a report of two 
overdue hikers in the vicinity of Harbor Mountain near Sitka. Courtney Young, 
21 yoa of Sitka and Kalina Merkal, 22 yoa of Sitka were located and returned 
safely by family members with the assistance of Sitka Mountain Rescue and in 
cooperation with the Alaska State Troopers. 
Author: UTDB0 
Received Thursday, May 23, 2013 9:23 AM and posted Thursday, May 23, 2013 9:13 AM


------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Kasaan
Case number: AK13034559
Type: Criminal Mischief V
Text: On 05/23/13 at approximately 1520 hrs, VPSO West received a call from
an employee of the Organized Village of Kasaan, who reported that a lock on 
one of their storage containers had been damaged during an apparent attempt 
to access the container. The damage to the lock is estimated to be $15. 
Anyone with information regarding the damaged property is encouraged to 
contact the Kasaan VPSO office: 907-254-2216 or the Alaska State Troopers
at 907-755-2918
Author: ZWW0 
Received Thursday, May 23, 2013 3:23 PM and posted Thursday, May 23, 2013 3:48 PM


B Detachment


-------------------------------------------------
Location:  Wasilla
Case number:  AK13034407
Type:  Criminal Mischief (DV), Assault 4th
Text:  On 5/22/13 at 2212 AST responded to an address on W. Schulz Drive in Wasilla for a 
disturbance. Investigation revealed 32yo Victoria Strackbein of Wasilla kicked in her 
ex-boyfriend's front door and assaulted his new girlfriend. Damage was estimated at 
approximately $200. Strackbein was arrested, transported and remanded to Mat-Su Pre-Trial 
and held without bail.  
Author: JPS3 
Received Thursday, May 23, 2013 12:23 AM and posted Thursday, May 23, 2013 9:01 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location:  Big Lake
Case number:  AK13034440
Type:  Warrant Arrest
Text:  On 5/23/13 at approximately 0535 Alaska State Troopers contacted 22yo 
Jesse Stoddard of Big Lake during an investigation at a residence on Spruce 
Court in Big Lake. Investigation revealed Stoddard had an outstanding $5000 
warrant for failure to comply with conditions of probation on the original 
charge of theft in the 2nd degree. Stoddard was arrested, transported and 
remanded to Mat-Su Pre-Trial on $5000 bail with court approved third party.
Author:  JPS3 
Received Thursday, May 23, 2013 6:23 AM and posted Thursday, May 23, 2013 9:01 AM


C Detachment


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Kokhanok 

Case number: AK12236233 

Type: Murder in the Second Degree, Operator Failing To Render Assistance To
 injured Person After Accident, Manslaughter, DUI 

Text: ***UPDATE***  Additional AST investigation revealed that Brenda Nowatak, 
age 24 of Kokhanok, was operating a 4-wheeler with Trefim Wassillie JR as a 
passenger. While traveling southwest along the shoreline of Lake Iliamna near 
Kokhanok, the 4-wheeler struck a stump on the beach causing both to be ejected 
from the 4-wheeler with Trefim Wassillie JR being ejected into Lake Iliamna.  
Brenda Nowatak left the scene without rendering assistance to Trefim Wassillie JR 
who subsequently drowned as a result of the incident. On 5/22/2013, an Anchorage 
Grand Jury heard evidence related to this incident and indicted Brenda Nowatak 
for Murder in the Second Degree (an unclassified felony), Operator Failing to 
Render Assistance to Injured Person After Accident (an unclassified felony), 
Manslaughter (a class A felony) and Driving Under The Influence (a class A 
misdemeanor).  An arrest warrant was subsequently issued and on 05/23/2013, 
Iliamna AST arrested and transported Brenda Nowatak pursuant the arrest warrant 
to King Salmon where she is being held pending arraignment with bail set at 
$10,000. Alcohol is believed to be a factor in this incident.

ORIGINAL PRESS RELEASE:
On 09/16/2012, AST received a report that an adult male was found deceased 
in Lake Iliamna near Kokhanok.  High winds prevented immediate response.  
However, on 09/17/2012 AST arrived on scene. Initial investigation revealed 
that the decedent was Trefim Wassillie JR, age 25 of Kokhanok. Next of kin 
has been notified. Further details are not being released at this time as 
this incident is being investigated. Anyone believing that they have information 
related to this incident is encouraged to contact Iliamna AST at 571-1871.

Author: Trooper J. Minnick 
Received Thursday, May 23, 2013 4:23 PM and posted Thursday, May 23, 2013 4:54 PM


D Detachment


-----------------------------------------------------------
Location: Fairbanks
Case Number: AK13034311
Type: Theft in the Second Degree (Firearms) 
Text: On 05/22/2013 approximately 1525 hours, the Alaska State Troopers (AST) received 
a report of a theft from vehicle in the area of Clarkson Drive. Investigation found two 
rifles were stolen from a vehicle. Anyone with information is encouraged to contact the 
Alaska State Troopers (AST) at (907)451-5100. Investigation continues. 
Author: KSM0 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
Received Thursday, May 23, 2013 2:23 AM and posted Thursday, May 23, 2013 9:01 AM

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Nenana
Case number: AK13034423
Type: DUI
Text: On 5-22-13 at 2227 hours the Alaska State Troopers responded to a disturbance 
at a business in Nenana. Investigation revealed Peter Coghill (36 YOA of Nenana) was 
driving his motorcycle while under the influence of alcohol. Coghill was arrested 
and booked into the Fairbanks Correctional Facility.
Author: RAS5 
Received Thursday, May 23, 2013 3:23 AM and posted Thursday, May 23, 2013 9:01 AM


E Detachment

  
 
Location: Kenai, AK              
Case Number: AK13034372
Type: Missing Child 
Text: On 05-22-2013, at approximately 1901 hours, Alaska State Troopers were notified of 
a missing 5-year-old boy from a residence near Mile 16 Kenai Spur Hwy in Kenai. The boy 
was last seen playing with a neighbor's dog.  The family reported they had already been 
searching in the vicinity  for two hours.  Troopers responded to the area and continued 
with the search.  The boy was located at a neighbor's residence at 2016 hours.
Author: RJGT0 
Received Thursday, May 23, 2013 9:23 AM and posted Thursday, May 23, 2013 9:57 AM

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Seward
Case number:  AK13033281
Type: Trespass.

Text: On 5/18/13 at approximately 1813 hours, The Alaska State Troopers received a report 
of a women causing a disturbance at  6 mile Seward Highway.  Investigation revealed that 
an adult female was yelling at juveniles in the residence to retrieve their dog from the 
roadway. The female was trespassed from the residence.
Author: CJN1 
Received Thursday, May 23, 2013 10:23 AM and posted Thursday, May 23, 2013 10:56 AM

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Portage                             
Case number: AK13034017
Type: Warrant Arrest
Text: On May 21, 2013 at about 1444 hours, Alaska State Troopers contacted Jacqueline 
Peter, 21 of Anchorage, on a traffic stop. Investigation revealed Peter had an outstanding 
warrant. Peter was arrested and remanded to the Anchorage Jail.  
Author: DRB1 
Received Thursday, May 23, 2013 10:23 AM and posted Thursday, May 23, 2013 10:53 AM


AK Wildlife Troopers


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Knik River Public Use Area

Case number: AK13034197
Type: Warrant Arrest
Text: On 05/22/2013, Mat-Su West Wildlife Troopers contacted Ian Jones, age 29, of Anchorage 
in the Knik River Public Use Area. Investigation revealed Jones had an outstanding APD arrest
warrant for failure to maintain liability insurance. Jones was arrested and transported to 
the Mat-Su Pre-Trial Facility where he was held on $500 bail. 
Author: EGB0 
Received Thursday, May 23, 2013 7:23 AM and posted Thursday, May 23, 2013 9:02 AM



-----------------------------------------------------------------
Location: Seward
Case number: AK13033555
Type: Sport Fish Without a License in Possession. 

Text: On 05/19/13 at 2000 hours, Alaska Wildlife Troopers, Seward Post, 
issued a citation to Gorman Gene Howson, 48 yoa of Seward AK, for Sport 
Fishing without a License in Possession. An investigation by Troopers 
revealed Howson went sport fishing in Resurrection Bay near Seward and 
caught and retained fish without first obtaining the appropriate Alaska 
Sport Fishing License. Bail was set at $210. An optional court appearance 
is scheduled in the Seward District Court. 

Author: SDS1 
Received Thursday, May 23, 2013 7:23 AM and posted Thursday, May 23, 2013 9:02 AM



 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location:  Togiak
Case number: AK130322934
Type: Commercial Fish Gillnet Marking Requirements
Text: On 5/13/2013, Michael Lee Sather, 56, of Puyallup, WA was cited by Bristol Bay Wildlife 
Troopers for failing to properly mark his gillnet while participating in the Togiak Herring 
fishery.  Sather was ordered to appear at the Dillingham Courthouse.
Author: TWL2 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location:  Togiak
Case number: AK13032933
Type: Commercial Fish Gillnet Marking Requirements
Text: On 5/13/2013, Gregory Dean Koetje, 52, of Arlington, WA was cited by Bristol Bay Wildlife 
Troopers for failing to properly mark his gillnet while participating in the Togiak Herring 
fishery.  Koetje was ordered to appear at the Dillingham Courthouse.  
Author: TWL2 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location:  Togiak
Case number: AK13040732
Type: Commercial Fish Gillnet Marking Requirements
Text: On 5/13/2013, Travis D. Goodrich 44 YOA of Lopez Island , WA was cited by Bristol Bay 
Wildlife Troopers for failing to properly mark his gillnet while participating in the Togiak 
Herring fishery. Goodrich was ordered to appear at the Dillingham Courthouse.
Author: SDQ9 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location:  Togiak
Case number: AK13032724
Type: False Statement Commercial Crew License
Text: On 5/13/2013, Dana C. Brooks, 54 YOA, of Everett, WA was cited by Bristol Bay Wildlife 
Troopers for making a false statement on an application for a commercial fishing crew license.  
Brooks was ordered to appear at the Naknek Courthouse.  
Author: SDQ9
------------------------------------------------- 
Location:  Togiak
Case number: AK13032405
Type: Commercial Fish Gillnet Marking Requirements
Text: On 5/13/2013, Wassillie K. Tugatuk, 69 YOA of Manakotak, AK was cited by Bristol Bay 
Wildlife Troopers for failing to properly mark his gillnet while participating in the Togiak 
Herring fishery. Tugatuk was ordered to appear at the Dillingham Courthouse.
Author: SDQ9 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location:  Togiak
Case number: AK13032391
Type: No Vessel License Plate
Text: On 5/12/2013, Fredrick M. Williams, 41 YOA, of Naknek, AK was cited by Bristol Bay 
Wildlife Troopers for failing to failing to display a vessel license plate while participating 
in the Togiak Herring fishery. Bail is set at $100, plus a $10 surcharge.
Author: SDQ9 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location:  Togiak
Case number: AK13032372
Type: No Commercial Crew License in Possession
Text: On 5/12/2013, Martin A. Jacques, 57 YOA, of Lake Stevens, WA was cited by Bristol Bay 
Wildlife Troopers for failing to have a commercial fishing crew license in possession while 
participating in the Togiak Herring fishery. Bail is set at $250, plus a $10 surcharge.
Author: SDQ9 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location:  Togiak
Case number: AK13032344
Type: No Commercial Crew License in Possession
Text: On 5/12/2013, Erik L. Hart, 39 YOA, of Sitka, AK was cited by Bristol Bay Wildlife Troopers 
for failing to have a commercial fishing crew license in possession while participating in the 
Togiak Herring fishery.  Bail is set at $250, plus a $10 surcharge.
Author: SDQ9 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location:  Togiak
Case number: AK13032683
Type: Commercial Fish Gillnet Marking Requirements
Text: On 5/11/2013, Scott A Burnfield, 56, of Shelton, WA was cited by Bristol Bay Wildlife 
Troopers for failing to properly mark his gillnet while participating in the Togiak Herring 
fishery. Burnfield was ordered to appear at the Dillingham Courthouse.

Author: FOB0 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location:  Togiak
Case number: AK113032935
Type: Commercial Fish Gillnet Marking Requirements
Text: On 5/13/2013, David Driscoll, 53, of King Salmon, AK was cited by Bristol Bay Wildlife 
Troopers for failing to properly mark his gillnet while participating in the Togiak Herring 
fishery. Driscoll was ordered to appear at the Dillingham Courthouse.

Author: FOB0
------------------------------------------------- 
Location:  Togiak
Case number: AK13033176
Type: Commercial Fish Gillnet Marking Requirements
Text: On 5/13/2013, Eric F. Hesselroth, 56, of Bothell, WA was cited by Bristol Bay Wildlife 
Troopers for failing to properly mark his gillnet while participating in the Togiak Herring 
fishery. Hesselroth was ordered to appear at the Dillingham Courthouse.
Author:FOB0
------------------------------------------------- 
Location:  Togiak
Case number: AK13032997
Type: Commercial Fish Gillnet Marking Requirements
Text: On 5/14/2013, Chris W. Poulsen, 40, of Togiak, AK was cited by Bristol Bay Wildlife 
Troopers for failing to properly mark his gillnet while participating in the Togiak Herring 
fishery. Poulsen was ordered to appear at the Dillingham Courthouse.
Author: FOB0
------------------------------------------------- 
Received Thursday, May 23, 2013 8:23 AM and posted Thursday, May 23, 2013 9:02 AM

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Location:  Ketchikan
Case Number: AK13034453
Type:  Sport fish with more than one line
Text: On 05/19/2012, Tyler William Randall (26 YOA) of Ketchikan, was cited by 
Alaska Wildlife Troopers Ketchikan Post for sport fish with more than one line. 
Randall was cited after he was contacted while fishing near Dall Head for King 
Salmon and Halibut with more than one line. Bail is set at $110 in the Ketchikan 
District Court.
Author: CMC1 
Received Thursday, May 23, 2013 9:23 AM and posted Thursday, May 23, 2013 9:12 AM

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Location:  Ketchikan 
Case Number: AK 13000330
Type:  Fail to register power vessel.
Text: On 05/20/2013, Alan S Hornberger (50 YOA), of Moose Pass Alaska, was cited by Alaska 
Wildlife Troopers, Ketchikan Post, for operating a power vessel without a vessel registration. 
Hornberger was cited after he was contacted while guiding big game hunters near Moria Sound 
on Prince of Wales Island. An optional court appearance is set for 06/11/2013 in the 
Ketchikan Court. Bail is set at $60.
Author: CMC1 
Received Thursday, May 23, 2013 9:23 AM and posted Thursday, May 23, 2013 9:05 AM


Location: Juneau
Case Number: 13034493
Type: Retain undersize personal use crab
Text: On 5-23-13, Susan Z. Kruse, age 62 of Juneau, was cited by Wildlife Troopers from 
the Juneau post for retaining two undersize Dungeness crab taken during a personal use 
fishery. Kruse was issued a $150 fine and the two crab were seized, one of which was 
released back into the ocean.
Author: MED9 
Received Thursday, May 23, 2013 11:23 AM and posted Thursday, May 23, 2013 11:51 AM

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: King Salmon	
Case number: AK13033782
Type: Trapping Violation
Text: On 5/12/13, after receiving a tip from a concerned citizen, the Alaska Wildlife Troopers 
opened an investigation into a possible trapping violation in the King Salmon area. The 
investigation indicated 48-year-old Michael James, from Naknek, took a wolf and a coyote in 
snares left open, but no longer monitored. The hides of the wolf and coyote were not salvageable.  
James was charged with two counts of failure to salvage game furs and hides. Arraignment is 
scheduled for 6/12/13, in the Naknek District Court.     
Author: JDW1 
Received Thursday, May 23, 2013 4:23 PM and posted Thursday, May 23, 2013 4:34 PM


AK Bureau of Investigation...No news reported.

Headquarters...No news reported.

AK Bureau of Highway Patrol

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Big Lake
Incident Number: AK13034374
Type: DWLR
Text: On 5/22/13 at 1942 hours, Alaska State Troopers stopped a 1994 blue 
Dodge Dakota on Jojoba St. near Lodge Rd. for the driver not wearing their 
seatbelt and made contact with the driver who was identified as Raymond A. 
Letendre, age 43 of Big Lake. Investigation revealed Letendre was Driving 
While License Revoked. Letendre was issued a misdemeanor citation and 
released on scene.     
Author: DLH2 
Received Thursday, May 23, 2013 5:23 PM and posted Thursday, May 23, 2013 5:41 PM


AK Bureau of Judicial Services...No news reported.

AK Div of Fire and Life Safety

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Anchorage
Type: Press Release
Text: For Immediate Release May 23, 2013
Don't Let Fire Destroy Your Memorial Day Holiday Weekend
As the Memorial Day Weekend kicks off the unofficial start of summer, Alaskans 
are getting out enjoying all the outdoor activities that our great state has 
to offer. Many Alaskans are planning to sit around a campfire and grill their 
meals on a barbecue. Alaska State Fire Marshal, Kelly Nicolello reminds 
Alaskans that "fire safety should be included in your summer plans."

The following safety tips can help Alaskans have a safe and enjoyable summer:

1. Keep matches and lighters out of children's reach. Do not use flammable 
liquids to start camp fires.
2. Keep camp fires small and manageable. Build camp fires at least 15 feet 
from tents and other combustible materials. 
3. Don't leave fires unattended.
4. Extinguish all fires completely before leaving the area.
5. When using propane barbeques, check for leaks before lighting.
6. Dispose of used charcoal in a metal container and soak with water before
dumping.
7. Do not use barbeques indoors. 
8. Do not use fireworks in restricted areas.
9. Children should not use fireworks without adult supervision.
10. Report all unattended fires and unsafe fire activities to local authori
ties immediately.

For more summer safety tips go to the US Fire Administration's Summer Safety 
website at: www.usfa.dhs.gov/citizens/home_fire_prev/holiday-seasonal/su
mmer.shtm.

Nicolello adds, "Fire safe behavior can keep a fire from starting. Working 
smoke alarms, planning and practicing your fire escape plan and adding 
residential fire suppression sprinklers can ensure your family's safety from a 
fire."

For more information contact: Mahlon Greene at (907) 746-5062, email 
mahlon.greene@alaska.gov

Author: Mahlon Greene  
Received Thursday, May 23, 2013 3:23 PM and posted Thursday, May 23, 2013 3:10 PM



End of Dispatch